Compartment Syndrome of the Hand after Laparoscopic Gynecologic Surgery.
Acute compartment syndrome of the hand is a potentially devastating and infrequent condition observed after trauma, arterial injury, or prolonged compression of the upper limb. We present the case of a patient diagnosed with compartment syndrome of the hand after laparoscopic surgery for epithelial ovarian cancer. The patient is a 42-year-old woman with incidental finding of high-grade ovarian serous carcinoma after an emergency surgery. On imaging evaluation, the patient was found to have evidence of residual retroperitoneal adenopathy and was taken to the operating room for a staging procedure by laparoscopy. In the immediate postoperative period, she developed compartment syndrome of the right hand that required multiple fasciotomies and multidisciplinary management by plastic surgery, orthopedics, and rehabilitation medicine. The patient was discharged from the hospital 7 days after laparoscopic surgery to undergo rehabilitation. Three months after surgery, she is continuing to recover, with near complete recovery of hand function. The patient has completed a total of 3 cycles of chemotherapy with carboplatin/paclitaxel. Compartment syndrome of the hand is an uncommon event, but it can generate major functional deficits and even death if it is not diagnosed and treated in a timely manner. Strict criteria for patient positioning in laparoscopy surgery may avoid or reduce this complication. To date, this is the first case reporting such complications associated with laparoscopic gynecologic surgery.